
The 2016 session of the Georgia General Assembly may be one
for the record books, at least in modern times. With a House,
Senate and Governor’s office that takes their work and respon-
sibilities very seriously, and cooperatively, our state leaders put
a bow on the forty-day legislative session with breakneck speed
on March 24th. As specified by the Constitution, Governor Deal
now has forty days to sign or veto any bills that passed both
chambers. Any bill or resolution that the governor has not ve-
toed by Tuesday, May 3, 2016 will become state law.
While topics such as religious freedom, gambling and guns on
college campuses dominated the media this session, the most
important piece of legislation the General Assembly passed was
House Bill 751, the Fiscal Year 2017 Budget. This is the only leg-
islation the legislature is constitutionally required to pass. Due
to Georgia’s improving economy with increased revenue, they
were able to pass the most far-reaching budget in state history
at $23.7 billion strong. That included some significant enhance-
ments to agencies important to growers, like UGA Cooperative
Extension Service and Georgia Department of Agriculture. That
included $650K in bonds for the Athens and Tifton Vet labs and
$200,000 for GATE investigators for the Georgia Department
of Agriculture. The latter funding comes in response to one of

our only disappointments of the session. That was the failure of
the House and Senate to agree on needed improvements to
the Georgia Agricultural Tax Exemption(GATE) program. A
yearlong process to address abuses and accountability with the
program in the form of HB 911 couldn’t quite make it to the
finish line this session. As a result, state leaders worked with
Commissioner Gary Black to fund $200K for compliance inves-
tigators who will put more focus on this area, while there will
be no changes to the $25/year card fee or the $2,500 farm in-
come threshold for now. Other measures affecting agriculture
were positive and no bad legislation got any legs, due in large
part to our two outstanding Chairmen of the House and Senate
Ag Committees, Rep. Tom McCall(R-Elberton) and Sen. John
Wilkinson(R-Toccoa) respectively.
Now that the policymaking is behind us, growers can turn their
attention to the political side of the equation. The General Elec-
tion Primary in Georgia is coming up very early this year on May
24th , while the General Election remains the second Tuesday
in November (8th ). There are 18 open House seats and 62
House incumbents with opposition. There are 3 open Senate
seats and 23 Senate incumbents with opposition. I encourage
you to pay close attention to the elections in your area and get
involved, particularly if you live in a district with an open seat.
We must work together to ensure we elect folks friendly to
agriculture. We will see how we did with that when the 2017
session of the General Assembly kicks off next January.

Sincerely,
Lucius Adkins
President, United Poultry Growers Association
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When It Comes to Poultry Re-
search, Geor-
gia Rules the
Roost
By U.S. Senator David Perdue, R-Ga.
Agriculture has a special
place in my heart. Growing
up in Middle Georgia, the
importance of hard work
was engrained in me early in
the classroom, and on the
fields of our family farm.
Agriculture is also the single-
largest industry in Georgia,
contributing over $70 billion

annually to our state’s economy. Of that, more than $25 bil-
lion comes from poultry production, making Georgia the top
broiler-producing state in the country. In fact, if the Peach
State were a country it would rank 7th internationally, only
behind the United States, China, Brazil, India, Russia, and
Mexico. 
There is no denying the important role the poultry industry
plays in our state’s economy, which is why it is imperative our
producers take the threat of infectious diseases like avian in-
fluenza very seriously. 
Historically, avian influenza occurred naturally in migratory
waterfowl and is spread through direct contact with fluids
from infected birds. The United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) categorizes avian influenza by threat level:
low-pathogenic avian influenza, which may only cause mild

illness in domestic birds, and highly-pathogenic avian in-
fluenza, which causes severe disease and high mortality
among domestic birds. 
While avian influenza has not been contracted in Georgia,
state partners first made initial preparations in 2004 with the
development of a response plan. This plan is reviewed and
tested by tabletop and field training exercises multiple times
a year.
If something similar to the 2015 outbreak in 21 states –
which resulted in the loss of millions of chickens and turkeys
– were to occur in Georgia, it could rack up to $38 billion in
economic damages. 
Fortunately, Georgia is a leader in agriculture innovation, af-
fording our poultry farmers with cutting-edge research and
preventative options. Leading this effort is Dr. David Swayne,
a renowned avian influenza expert and Director of the Na-
tional Poultry Research Center in Athens, Georgia. Last year,
I invited Dr. Swayne to speak to the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee about the research he is working on to prepare
Southeastern farmers for potential outbreaks.
For fiscal year 2015, Congress provided $45 million towards
the replacement of the Southeast Poultry Research Labora-
tory located in Athens. The laboratory is USDA’s major facil-
ity for conducting research on exotic and emerging poultry
diseases. This research provides regulatory agencies, such as
USDA, the Food and Drug Administration, and the Centers
for Disease Prevention and Control – as well as the industry
itself – with improved intervention strategies against poultry
diseases.  The poultry industry accounts for nearly half of all
farm income in Georgia, so the importance of these efforts
to our state is apparent.  The lab’s work goes beyond our
state’s borders, too, impacting the entire poultry industry

David Perdue, 
U.S. Senator, R-Ga.
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Avian Flu Update
By Robert M. Cobb, DVM
In December of 2014, High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), H5N8 and H5N2, was found in the Pacific NW and spread
across the USA to 3 of the 4 wild waterfowl migratory flyways (Pacific, Central and Mississippi). Only the Atlantic flyway,
where Georgia and most of the country’s broiler chicken production is found, was not affected. Georgia is the number one
poultry producing state in the country – boasting all types of poultry production with the broiler industry being the largest.
This particular virus was a mutated Asian HPAI that was brought to the U.S.  by migrating wild water fowl. During the out-
break 232 premises were found positive to HPAI, 211 commercial poultry (Turkeys and chickens) and 21 backyard (backyard
poultry, captive wild birds and/or wild birds). Approximately 50 million commercial birds were depopulated  before the
HPAI outbreak ended in spring of 2015.  The most heavily affected states were Minnesota  (number 1 turkey producing
state) and Iowa (number 1 egg producing state). USDA alone spent over $1 billion responding to the 2014-2015 outbreak. 
In January of 2016, HPAI, H7N8, a different virus from 2015, was found on one premise in Indiana.  This virus was a North
American strain that had mutated from low pathogenic to high pathogenic. Through surveillance of the 6 mile control
zone, nine other premises were identified with the low pathogenic version of the H7N8 virus.  The rapid identification and
depopulation of these premises allowed Indiana to promptly contain and eliminate the virus. 

Continued on page 3



USDA Issues Proposed Rule to Amend
Organic Livestock and Poultry Prac-
tices, Including Poultry Living Condi-
tions; Invites Comments
By Sam Jones-Ellard
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) today announced that the
agency will propose amending the organic livestock and
poultry production requirements, in order to ensure con-
sistent application of the USDA organic regulations for or-
ganic livestock and poultry operations and maintain
confidence in organically labeled products.  The proposed
changes are based on recommendations by the National
Organic Standards Board and incorporate years of public
comment and suggestions by stakeholders.
“The demand for organic agriculture continues to grow
each year and these proposed changes will build on
USDA’s efforts to support organic producers,” said AMS
Administrator Elanor Starmer.  “By strengthening standards
for organic livestock and poultry, we are ensuring that we
meet consumer expectations and maintain the integrity of
the organic seal to support the sector’s continued growth.
This proposal sets clear standards for organic animals, pro-
viding clarity to organic operations and certifying agents,
and establishing a level playing field for all producers.”
USDA Proposes Some New Standards for Organic Live-
stock Production
The proposal is designed to provide clear guidance for or-
ganic producers and handlers to provide for their animal’s
welfare. Major provisions include:

Clarifying how producers and handlers must treat live-•
stock and poultry to ensure their health and wellbeing
throughout life, including transport and slaughter.  
Specifying which physical alterations are allowed and•
prohibited in organic livestock and poultry production.  
Establishing minimum indoor and outdoor space re-•
quirements for poultry.   

These proposals would add specificity to the animal pro-
duction and handling aspects of organic production, en-
suring consistency and consumer transparency, bolstering
consumer confidence and strengthening the integrity and

marketing potential of the USDA organic seal.  
Actuality: Why USDA Is Proposing New Organic Livestock
Standards
The total retail market for organic products is now valued
at more than $39 billion in the United States.  AMS an-
nounced on Monday that from 2014 to 2015, the sector
grew by 12 percent. USDA has strengthened programs that
support organic operations over the past seven years, help-
ing to make organic certification more accessible, attain-
able, and affordable through a "Sound and Sensible"
approach. This initiative includes streamlining the certifi-
cation process, focusing on enforcement and working with
farmers and processors to correct small issues before they
become larger ones.
USDA has also established a number of resources to help
organics producers find technical and financial resources
to help them grow domestically and abroad. The site
www.usda.gov/organic creates a one-stop-shop for oper-
ators, and USDA has made market and pricing information
for approximately 250 organic products available free of
charge through USDA's Market News. In 2015, USDA
made more than $11.5 million available to assist organic
operations with their certification costs. 
The proposed rule will be published soon in the Federal
Register and is available to view now at
www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic-livestock-
and-poultry-practices.  Public participation and comments
are vital to USDA's work in organic agriculture.  The or-
ganic community, stakeholders, and consumers are invited
to submit written comments on the proposed rule by visit-
ing www.regulations.gov once the proposed rule has pub-
lished.   
Comments can also be submitted by mail using the process
outlined in the proposed rule, to Paul Lewis, National Or-
ganic Program, USDA-AMS-NOP, Room 2646-So., Ag
Stop 0268, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-0268.  
The National Organic Program, part of the Agricultural
Marketing Service, is responsible for ensuring the integrity
of organic agricultural products in the United States and
throughout the world. More information is available at
www.ams.usda.gov/nop. 
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USDA Wildlife Services has
completed  avian influenza testing of over 40 thousand
wild waterfowl across the country. Georgia watersheds
were part of this testing. HPAI was found in 1 bird in the
Pacific NW – none was found in the Southeast.
Georgia, as the largest poultry producing state in the
country, has ramped up preparedness since early spring
last year. In March of 2015, Georgia Department of
Agriculture (GDA) was able to implement a rule change
that called for Avian Influenza testing of all poultry en-
tering Georgia.  GDA has worked with the Governor’s
office, GEMA and USDA, Georgia poultry industry, and
other state agencies to establish contacts, identify con-
tractors, prepare necessary documents, establish de-
pots, prepare supplies and equipment, and create vital
data handling capabilities to quickly respond to a HPAI
outbreak if it were to happen. We have created an Inci-
dent Management Team (IMT) to manage any emer-
gency events, including HPAI. This team includes over
200 GDA volunteers from throughout the Department
and members of other state agencies. Increased training
of the IMT members and field exercises have been ac-
complished and are ongoing.
It is very important to note that in both the 2014-2015
and the 2016 HPAI events, no human transmission has
occurred. The Department of Public Health has been
closely monitoring the situation and is prepared to im-
plement treatment plans if needed.  In addition, all
commercial poultry is tested for Avian Influenza prior to
going to processing, Therefore, the current strains of
HPAI that have visited our country is not zoonotic,
meaning it does not infect people, and it is not a food
safety concern. It should be noted that non-commercial

poultry is not subjected to the same testing and that in-
dividuals preparing and eating backyard poultry should
be sure to follow good poultry handling and cooking
practices.
We have been in constant contact with all of our poultry
producers, including backyard growers.  Letters on this
concern have been provided to outdoor poultry owners
since May of 2015 in an effort to minimize the risks of
coming into contact with the HPAI virus. 

across the nation.
Our poultry community works closely with experts like Dr. Swayne, our state Agriculture Commissioner Gary Black,
and the Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network (GPLN) to prevent the spread of avian influenza. In fact, every flock
raised in Georgia is tested at GPLN—that’s about 1 million birds a year. 
Undoubtedly, preventing contact with the disease is the most important step in preventing an outbreak, and Geor-
gia farmers are working hard to keep their flocks healthy.
Poultry producers follow key preventative measures to protect our state’s leading agriculture commodity. Farmers
have adopted biosecurity practices and participated in continuing education programs outlined by the USDA and
industry partners. The "All In or All Gone" partnership has joined with 11 states to share information and updates
about potential avian influenza outbreaks. 
Additionally, our poultry producers are active in the GPLN, which is not only the first line of defense to stop an in-
fection from becoming an epidemic, but also where our state’s response plan is being coordinated should an emer-
gency arise. The lab routinely practices how to respond to an infection—from communication to the disposal of
contaminated broilers.  
Overall, these preparedness efforts have helped safeguard the poultry industry. While we prepare for the worst
case scenario, we are fortunate in Georgia that Commissioner Black, and our poultry community, are taking every
preventative measure possible to stop an outbreak so our state and nation can keep producing—and eating—
more chicken.  

U.S. Senator David Perdue is the junior senator from Georgia and serves on the Senate Agriculture, Budget, Foreign Rela-
tions, and Judiciary Committees. Previously, Senator Perdue was the CEO of Reebok Brand and Dollar General. Senator
Perdue is currently the only Fortune 500 CEO serving in the United States Senate.
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Biosecurity: Make it Your Daily Routine
Consistent biosecurity practices are the best way to prevent diseases such as AI and END. The following steps
can help you keep your birds healthy:

Keep your distance. Isolate your birds from visitors and other birds;•
Keep it clean. Prevent germs from spreading by cleaning shoes, tools and equipment;•
Don't haul disease home. Also clean vehicles and cages;•
Don't borrow disease from your neighbor. Avoid sharing tools and equipment with neighbors;•
Know the warning signs of infectious bird diseases. Watch for early signs to prevent the spread of disease;•
Report sick birds. Report unusual signs of disease or unexpected deaths.•

For more information visit USDA APHIS at: 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian-influenza-disease/bird-
biosecurity

United States Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
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Commissioner of
Agriculture Gary
Black has lead efforts
to protect Georgia's
poultry industry from
the threat of avian
flu. 
Information about
biosecurity can be
found at the GDA
Avian Influenza, USDA
Avian Influenza and

Georgia Poultry Federation, “All in All Gone”
websites.  
Below, please find several links of interest.   The
key to prevention is BIOSECURITY.  You will find
much more information on biosecurity as well as
GDA rules and regulations on these websites.   

www.ga-ai.org
www.allinallgone.com
www.aphis.usda.gov


