
A powerful membership of Georgia House
Representatives is making their way around Georgia to
learn of the challenges and opportunities facing rural
Georgia. A similar body of senators is doing the same.
The stories they are hearing are pretty bleak. Small
towns are drying up, young people are moving away,
hospitals are closing and schools are failing. What will
this trend mean for Agriculture and the rural
communities, Georgia’s number one business, our
business?

Meanwhile, the state’s largest pro-business
organization, the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, has
also jumped on the “save rural Georgia” bandwagon.
They’ve opened a rural focused office in Tifton and
assembled a traveling roadshow to inform rural
Georgians and urban members alike, that something
must be done. The Chamber president Chris Clark,
himself a native of rural South Georgia, says rural
Georgia never regained its footing after two recessions. 

“Businesses are moving to where the educated
workforce is,” he said.  “One thing rural Georgia did —
they let all their kids move away.”

Clark says that 53 percent of Georgia counties qualify as
distressed and most are rural. And the future does not
promise any relief. By 2026, job growth in rural Georgia
will almost be cut in half. This can’t be good for growers
or the poultry processing facilities that rely on a skilled,
trained workforce to get our product to consumers.

The questions are many surrounding rural Georgia’s
future, but the answers remain fleeting. With a
workforce that is shrinking, many farmers are relying
more and more on immigrant labor to gather their
crops. How will changes in federal immigration policy
help or hinder this situation?  Poultry growers will not
be spared in this equation. As Georgia Leaders continue
meetings across rural Georgia UPGA members must be
vigilant and we must participate in efforts to find
solutions. Here are some opportunities for you to make
your voice heard:

Upcoming Meetings of the House Rural Development
Council:
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UPGA Spotlights
House Agriculture
Chairman Tom
McCall 
Tom McCall was minding his
own business weed whacking by
the side of the road on his farm,
when the former Elbert County
Representative stopped and
asked him to run for office.  He
was elected later that year and
has served in the Georgia House

of Representatives since 1994.   Representative McCall
continues a family tradition that dates back more than 80
years. His grandfather, Thomas Francis “Bud” Kelley,

served in the Georgia House from 1933 –1937 and the
Georgia Senate from 1939–1941. 

Representative McCall has been Chairman of the
Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee for the past
thirteen years.  He is also a member of the House Natural
Resources & Environment, Transportation, and Game,
Fish, & Parks committees.

Agriculture is not new to Tom.  If you visit his office at
the capitol ask to see the cucumber he grew inside a
vinegar bottle when he was a boy.  Some of his earliest
memories are of helping his parents gather eggs on the
family hatching farm.  He remembers using his little red
wagon to transport the eggs because the full baskets were
too heavy to lift.  That ingenuity continues today with
creations like a recent chicken

Tom McCall
House Ag Chairman

Message from
UPGA President
Lucius Adkins
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Farmer Fair Practices Rules
Still in Limbo

While poultry growers rejoiced late last year at the
prospect of new and clear guidelines for poultry
grower ranking systems under the Packers and
Stockyards Act, the change in Administration has
created more uncertainty as to when, or even if, the
rules will change.

The amendments proposed by the USDA’s Grain
Inspection,
Packers and
Stockyards
Administration
(GIPSA) would
have identified
criteria that the
Secretary may
consider when

determining whether “a live poultry dealer’s use of a
poultry grower ranking system for ranking poultry
growers for settlement purposes is unfair, unjustly
discriminatory, or deceptive or gives an undue or
unreasonable preference, advantage, prejudice, or
disadvantage”.

On April 11, 2017 GIPSA announced that it was
delaying the effective date of the Scope of Sections
202(a) and (b) of the Packers and Stockyards Act
Interim Final Rule until October 19, 2017.  
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Georgia Department of Agriculture
Fuel and Measures Division
Responds to Hurricane Irma
Aftermath

Atlanta - In the wake of Hurricane Irma, The
Georgia Department of Agriculture (GDA) Fuel and
Measures division will be testing fuel in stations
around the state to ensure quality. Inspectors will
be pulled from their regularly scheduled duties in
order to check gas stations throughout the state
for water and other contaminants.

“We are proud of our staff for their efforts before
and after the storm in protecting industry and our
driving public, “Agriculture Commissioner Gary W.
Black said. “They have been continually
communicating with the stations regarding the risk
of fuel contamination and are now putting boots
on the ground to help mitigate that risk to
consumers.” Thus far, inspectors have found
sporadic issues and have shut down pumps in

Bibb, Camden, Cobb, Fulton, Henry, Jenkins, Lamar,
Lowndes, Peach and Upson counties due to water
contamination directly related to Hurricane Irma.
GDA is working diligently with these stations to
assist them in getting back to normal operations.
. 
“We are currently using all of our resources to
monitor fuel supplies and proactively look for water
contamination problems in order to assist both
industry and consumer,” Fuel and Measures
Division Director Rich Lewis said. “Although we
understand that many are facing fuel challenges,
it is important to note that there are still many
stations throughout Georgia without power and
fuel.”

Gasoline is typically stored in underground tanks at
service stations. Heavy rainfall can increase the
likelihood of water leaching into the holding tanks
and contaminating fuel which can damage critical
components of a vehicle’s engine. If you suspect
any issues with your fuel supply, please call the Fuel
and Measure division at 1-800-282-5852 toll-free
from any area in Georgia.
.  
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invention, crafted from outdated tractor parts and
discarded road signs.

After graduating from Elbert County High School
Representative McCall earned an Agriculture degree
from ABAC and later obtained a Bachelor’s degree
in Agronomy with a focus in Animal Science from the
University of Georgia.  Today he is a farmer on his
Elberton family grain and livestock farm.  

He and his wife Jane are the proud parents of three
children: Bud, Al, and Katie. Their son Al is married
to Rachel, and they have a son named Winn. Al is the

Director of the Elberton campus of Athens Technical
College.  Katie studied Early Childhood Education
and is in her first year of teaching at Elbert County
Elementary School.  She also coaches the high school
golf team.  Several years ago Katie began “Friends
Helping Friends,” an organization to honor her
brother Bud, who passed away in 2000.

The entire House Ag committee is constantly working
to protect and enhance animal agriculture.  If you are
interested in seeing how bills are crafted, the
committee meetings are streamed live and you are
always welcome to visit in person.  Also, if you’re
ever at the Capitol, please feel free to stop by YOUR
Ag Committee office in Room 228.

McCall - Continued from page 1                  .
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Date Location Topic of Discussion
October 24, 2017 Waycross Transportation Infrastructure
October 25, 2017 Waycross Forestry Industry

November 8, 2017 Albany Workforce Development
November 9, 2017 Albany K-12 Education

November 28, 2017 Warm Springs TBD
November 29, 2017 Manchester area TBD

December Milledgeville Review of & Approval of First Report
Due to Hurricane Irma, the House Rural Development Council meetings 
scheduled for September 26th and 27th in Brunswick have been CANCELLED.

Upcoming Meetings of the House Rural Development Council:

Georgia Agriculture Mourns the Loss of Tommy Irvin
Tommy Irvin, the longest serving Commissioner of Agriculture in the U.S. passed away on Thursday,
September 14. Irvin, who led the Georgia Department of Agriculture for 42 years, from 1969 until
2011, was 88. He was also the longest serving statewide elected official in Georgia history.

Current Georgia Agriculture Commissioner Gary W. Black said, “Commissioner Irvin loved serving
Georgia’s farmers and consumers for over three generations. He touched us all with his unsurpassed
spirit of stewardship, commitment and work ethic.”

UPGA president Lucius Adkins worked with Irvin on
agricultural policy issues for many years. He fondly recounted
the many interactions the two had on poultry
issues.“Commissioner Irvin was a hard working conservative
policy maker long before it was in vogue. He was a strong
supporter of the farmer and worked hard to make sure they
had a voice. Our condolences from the UPGA family to his at
this difficult time .”

 

   UPGA Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017       12:00 PM 

Three board member positions will be elected by director�s ballot at the 2016 annual meeting. 
Current Board members, Joey Ammons, Victor Nguyen, and Lawrence Shadix, have been 

nominated to fill the three expiring three-year terms. 
 

Email: upga@unitedpoultrygrowers.com Web: www.unitedpoultrygrowers.com 

 

Continued from President’s message:
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