
UGA – Poultry and Diagnostic
Research Center
PDRC Announces Labtrak Changes

The Department of Population Health, Poultry
Diagnostic and Research Center (PDRC),
College of Veterinary Medicine at the
University of Georgia recently announced
changes to Labtrak are in the works! Faculty
and staff at PDRC have been busy working
with collaborators on a new and improved
version of Labtrak, the database and report
generating software that is used to provide
results to our clients. The new system will be
web based and have client access portals.
Beta testing is currently underway. Please stay
tuned to the PIP for important updates on the
progress of Labtrak development!

UGA PDRC investigators Drs. Alexis Kiers,
Samantha Pohl, Holly Sellers, Monique
Franca, Brian Jordan and Stephen Roney have
released “ongoing investigations” and
discoveries in The “Huddling Syndrome”.
According to the researchers, Huddling
Syndrome was observed at the University of
Georgia Poultry Diagnostic and Research

Center (PDRC) for the first time in August
2014. This disease will be referred to in this
article as “huddling syndrome” but it has also
been called within the local broiler industry as
“dark fear syndrome”, “rotten feet syndrome”
and “covered in mud syndrome.

This syndrome seems to be quite widespread
and has apparently affected more than ten
broiler integrators in seven states of the
eastern and southeastern parts of the United
States. The condition usually starts between 21
and 35 days of age. Fever and a flushing
episode are the first manifestation of the
syndrome followed by a moderate drop in
water consumption. A decreased activity with
abnormal bird distribution (huddling) around
feeder and water lines is always observed.
After a feverish episode that lasts 2 to 3 days,
the birds sit on the caked litter, dig holes in the
litter and huddle under the drinkers and the
feeders. Mortality happens over a period of 7
to 10 days after the beginning of the symptoms.
The study involves the broiler chicken industry in the
Southeastern United States and can be found on their
website at:

https://vet.uga.edu/images/uploads/pdrc/
PIP_July-Aug _15_Final.pdf
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Preparedness Never Stops
By: Georgia Department of Agriculture, Animal Health Division

Summer days are getting shorter and we’re all looking
forward to cooler nights here in the South. Members of the
Southern Animal Health Association, which includes states
ranging from Texas to West Virginia, have been diligently
working to update our Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(LPAI) plans and to harmonize a regional strategy for
responding to disease events such as LPAI. Through these
efforts, we’re reminded that preparedness is a year-round
event that strengthens the health of our flocks by improving
not only our capability to respond to emergencies, but also
our ability to manage day-to-day diseases and
environmental factors that impact our birds.

Gary W. Black, 
Commissioner of Agriculture

Continued on page 3

P.O. Box 71087
Albany, Georgia 31708

It’s full swing on the farm as harvest is
in full bloom in my neck of the woods
in Baker County. This time of year

makes me reflect on the trials and
tribulations I’ve experienced living and
working on the farm these many years.
While we’ve had good times and bad, this
year the Good Lord furnished us with ample
rainfall and good growing conditions. The
blessings we received from hard work and a
cooperative Mother Nature are not the only
things we can rejoice in. At the state level,
Georgia remains the number one place in
the nation in which to do business. We’ve
had eight years of conservative leadership
by Governor Nathan Deal, Speaker David
Ralston and Lt. Governor Casey Cagle.
Agriculture has remained the number one
economic sector in our state and has
prospered under their leadership. New
investments in poultry research, education
and extension have made us better growers.
Our state taxes have been lowered for the
first time in history, putting more back in our

pockets.  Alas, we now face a real challenge
before us as numerous members of the
house and senate are retiring and all our
statewide officers are either term limited out,
or facing reelection challenges. This is
where you have to make the concerted
effort to stay informed and yes, involved, in
the political process. Without a strong
agriculture vote, Georgia could veer from its
prosperous and conservative direction of the
last eight years. Please read up on your
local and statewide candidates and study
their voting histories. The choices have
never been more diametrically opposed. I
for one am voting to continue the positive
path Georgia has enjoyed. I encourage all
growers to do the same.

Message from
UPGA President
Lucius Adkins

General Election - 
November 6, 2018



USDA Updates the U.S. Poultry 
Standards for Consistency
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) today an-
nounced an update to the voluntary U.S.
Classes, Standards, and Grades for Poultry
(poultry standards) to ensure they align with
the USDA Food Safety Inspection Service def-
initions for “roaster and roasting chickens”
used in labeling compliance. This update be-
came effective August 6, 2018 with publication
in Federal Register.

The update lowers the age requirement for the
“roaster and roasting chickens” class of poultry

and identifies the ready-to-cook weight as 5.5
pounds or more.

USDA standards allow agricultural businesses
and consumers to identify a commodity by uni-
form quality, yield or value standards, called
grades, to help facilitate the marketing of U.S.
agricultural products. More information is avail-
able on the USDA Poultry Standards page of
the AMS website.

If you have questions, please contact
Richard Lawson, National Poultry Super-
visor, at 202-690-3166 or by email at
Richard.Lawson@ams.usda.gov
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When State Animal Health Officials regularly
review disease response plans, such as our
LPAI and HPAI plans, we ensure that we’ve
incorporated lessons learned from past
disease events and that we’ve updated our
plans to reflect the latest developments in
everything from diagnostic to depopulation
tools. As we review our plans, we remind
growers that it’s always a good time to run
through your disease prevention checklist. 

• Are your houses protected from wild
birds, rodents and insects? 

• Have you prevented your birds from
having access to lakes, streams, ponds or
rivers? 

• Do you keep feed secure and clean up
outside spills quickly?

• Do you have dedicated foot wear or a
way to clean foot wear when going into your
houses?

• Are you disposing of mortality promptly
without leaving anything behind?

• Do you refrain from entering your
houses after contact with other birds or after
hunting?

Poultry diseases don’t take a break for the
summer heat, as evidenced by recent
outbreaks in California of Virulent Newcastle
Disease (vND) in exhibition birds (NOT in
commercial poultry) and  LPAI in commercial
turkeys, and can be even more prevalent
during cooler, wet winter months. It’s true that
an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure, so if you’re looking for resources on how
to protect your flocks, visit the Georgia Poultry
Laboratory Network website at:
https://www.gapoultrylab.org/articles/. 

For more information on current disease
outbreaks, including vND and LPAI, visit: 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/AHFSS/Animal_
Health/Newcastle_Disease_Info.html 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_
Health/Avian_Influenza.html
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Prepardness - Continued from Page 1USDA Chicken Products Purchase
Program Announced

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) an-
nounced plans to purchase up to $60M in
chicken products (to include whole bagged
chicken, consumer split breast, and dark meat
parts) for distribution to various food nutrition as-
sistance programs. Purchases will be made
under the authority of Section 32 of the Act of Au-
gust 24, 1935, with the purpose to encourage the
continued domestic consumption of these prod-
ucts by diverting them from the normal channels
of trade and commerce. These purchases are
part of the normal operations of administering
Section 32 and are not related or associated with
the authority or administration of possible pur-
chases under Section 5 of the Commodity Credit
Corporation related to trade mitigation.
Solicitations will be issued in the near future, and
will be available electronically through the Web-
Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM)
system.  A hard copy of the solicitation will not
be available. Public WBSCM information is avail-
able without an account on the WBSCM Public
Procurement Page. All future information regard-
ing this acquisition, including solicitation amend-
ments and award notices, will be published
through WBSCM, and on the Agricultural Mar-
keting Service's website at
www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food. Interested par-
ties shall be responsible for ensuring that they
have the most up-to-date information about this
acquisition. The contract type is anticipated to be
firm-fixed price. Deliveries are expected to be to
various locations in the United States on an FOB
destination basis.
Pursuant to Agricultural Acquisition Regulation
470.103(b), commodities and the products of
agricultural commodities acquired under this
contract must be a product of the United States,
and shall be considered to be such a product if it
is grown, processed, and otherwise prepared for
sale or distribution exclusively in the United
States. Packaging and container components
under this acquisition will be the only portion sub-
ject to the World Trade Organization Govern-
ment Procurement Agreement and Free Trade
Agreements, as addressed by FAR clause
52.225-5.

Offerors are urged to review all documents as
they pertain to this program, including the lat-
est—
• AMS Master Solicitation for Commodity
Procurements (MSCP), April 12, 2017;
• Applicable commodity specification(s)
identified in the subsequent solicitation(s); and
• Qualification Requirements for Prospec-
tive Contractors Selling Commodities to USDA,
March 1, 2017.
These documents are available on the AMS
Commodity Procurement website.
To be eligible to submit offers, potential contrac-
tors must meet the AMS vendor qualification re-
quirements. The AMS point of contact for new
vendors is Andrea Lang who can be reached by
phone at (202) 720-4237 or by email to
Andrea.Lang@ams.usda.gov. Details of these
requirements are available online at:
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food/becom-
ing-approved. Once qualification requirements
have been met, access to WBSCM will be pro-
vided. Bids, modifications, withdrawals of bids,
and price adjustments shall be submitted using
this system. Submission of the above by any
means other than WBSCM will be determined
nonresponsive.
To receive e-mail notification of the issuance of
AMS solicitations, contract awards, and other in-
formation, subscribe online by visiting: “Stay up
to date on USDA Food Purchases” available on
the AMS Commodity Procurement website.
Inquiries may be directed to the Contracting Of-
ficer, Hilary Cole, via email at
hilary.cole@ams.usda.gov
 

Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 

One Board member position will be elected by 
director’s ballot at the 2018 annual meeting.  

Current Board member Lucius Adkins has been 
nominated to fill the expiring three-year term. 

 
Email:  upga@unitedpoultrygrowers.com 
Web:  unitedpoultrygrowers.com 


